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and the Empress was left alone with her ministers
to struggle against the revolution."

Unmistakable signs of agitation now became visi-
ble throughout Paris. As the news of the Sedan
disaster spread it was easy to perceive the first sim-
mering of a great popular uprising. Crowds gath-
ered on the Boulevards and around the palace where
sat the Legislative Body, while groups of discon-
tented citizens formed here and there in every street
and emissaries of secret societies patrolled the more
densely populated parts of the town. An important
meeting of journalists and leaders of the more ad-
vanced parties was held in the Eue de la Sourdiere.
On every lip hung the word coup d'etat, and the
mere idea of such a thing happening sufficed to ex-
asperate the people, while the revolutionists clam-
ored for prompt action. Jules Favre and his col-
leagues of the Left did not seem to wish for an in-
surrection, the outcome of which appeared decidedly
problematical as there was danger that it might be
crushed before it reached its maturity. They fa-
vored the idea of an imposing popular demonstra-
tion, which they hoped would force the hand of the
Legislative Body to put an end to the Empire and
give them the governing power, which, of course,
was their real aim. Etienne Arago, Alfred Naquet,
Keratry and all the leaders in the movement felt
that if a crowd could be brought together and
massed in the space fronting the Palais Bourbon,
where the Legislative Body sat, a revolution was in-
evitable. The Siecle struck the keynote, when it
printed this notice in its issue of September 3rd,
11 Thousands of national guards will assemble to-
morrow at 2 p. m. unarmed, in the square facing

415ion and sav-
